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CONFLICT-FREE MINERALS CONTRIBUTING TO  
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN MANIEMA, DRC 

 

Many positive impacts to the local community in Maniema Province of the iTSCi due diligence and 
traceability programme for conflict-free mineral trade were evident to both project participants and 
managers during a recent visit to the DRC. After suffering from a de facto embargo for many months, 
the start of the iTSCi Programme in Maniema in December 2012 signalled a new beginning for the 3T 
mineral sector in the Province with increasing earning potential opportunities for the miners, traders 
and authorities alike. Now, after less than a year of operation, and with production only just 
beginning to return to pre-embargo levels, benefits to the community can already be seen.  
 
In what is thought to be a unique move by authorities in the DRC, 70% of the tax revenue created by 
mineral exports are now returned by the Provincial Government to the local territory for use by the 
community. This month, another ~US$ 150,000 is expected to be disbursed to one of the production 
territories as a result of the revived conflict-free mineral trade associated with the iTSCi Programme. 
This is to be used by the local community for their own development or business plans; for example, 
construction of a local community hall and guest house is underway in Kailo Territory, which in itself 
will help to stimulate more economic activity once it starts to operate.   
 
Company participants in the iTSCi Programme are also starting to give back to the community, for 
example by the distribution of exercise books to schools in the current areas of mineral production 
and export covered in the Programme; Kalima, Kailo and Kindu. The Malaysia Smelting Corporation 
(MSC), buyer of most conflict free minerals from the area, together with their suppliers, provided 
and distributed more than 350,000 books, costing around US$150,000 to both primary and 
secondary schools locally.  
 
Mussadiq Hamid Merican, Manager of Business Development for MSC explained “Our company has 
a long term commitment to purchasing from the DRC and is looking forward to working in Maniema 
for many years to come. We wanted to demonstrate this first step to the community, and through 
interaction with the schools, to the Congolese mining experts of the future.” 
 
Kay Nimmo of the iTSCi Governance Committee added that “iTSCi was originally conceived as a 3 
phase Programme, moving from basic collection of existing documents in phase 1, through 
implementation of new mechanisms for traceability in phase 2, and with further objectives to 
improve conditions of the mining operators and wider community as phase 3. It’s great to already 
see companies engaging in this type of phase 3 activity at an early stage of business in Maniema and 
we hope to encourage the spread of these positive actions more widely across the Programme areas 
in the coming months.” 
 
In a demonstration of the commitment of the entire Provincial Government to education and raising 
awareness of the importance of traceability to the future of the area, visiting experts from ITRI and 
Pact were also invited to provide a special guest lecture to students at Kindu University.  
 
Infrastructure improvements are also being seen, with new work on road repairs, and increasing 
levels of traffic on the Maniema to Katanga railway. Mineral exports have created additional 
demand for use of rail, and plans are underway by mineral trading companies to use this opportunity 
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to bring more goods into this most remote of Provinces and make them available to traders at low 
margin in order to stimulate the local economy even further.  
 
Kay Nimmo continued to say that “It is very encouraging to see tangible impacts and community 
benefits arising from a responsible and growing mineral trade in a relatively short time and we are 
grateful for the support of donors to the iTSCi Programme which enabled us to begin work in 
Maniema. Everyone we met in the Province is fully engaged in the Programme and now wants to 
expand and include more mines so the entire area can benefit from the same type of progressive 
development”.   
 
The start-up months of iTSCi operations in Maniema were funded by the MFA (Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Netherlands) and by ‘the dti’ South Africa via the Regional SDI Program.  
 

 
Representatives of the Minister of Mines of Maniema, ITRI, MSC, MMC, and Pact (as the field team 

of the iTSCi Programme) hand out exercise books to a primary school in Kailo, Maniema. 
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About iTSCi:  
The iTSCi Programme is a joint industry mechanism designed to address ‘conflict mineral’ concerns in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), Rwanda and other Great Lakes Region countries. The Programme establishes traceability in the 
upstream mineral chain for 3T minerals by working with local Governments and their field agents, and assists companies to 
establish due diligence through independent monitoring on the ground and regular audits. The Programme supports the 
practical implementation of the OECD’s Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-
Affected and High-Risk Areas as well as the UN Security Council Resolution 1952 (2010) due diligence recommendations. 
Members are expected to recognise all aspects of these guidelines and cooperate with monitoring, evaluation and audits 
as required, as well as working on their own company policies and contracts to influence the supply chain in a positive way. 
Through the implementation of the internationally recognised OECD Guidance, the Programme aims to aid compliance 



 

with the US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) Rule interpreting the US Dodd Frank law, section 1502 on conflict 
minerals.  The Programme complements other initiatives, including the Conflict–Free Smelter audit programme (CFS), the 
ICGLR’s Regional Certification Initiative, and BGR’s Certified Trading Chains Initiative (CTC). Please see the project website; 
https://www.itri.co.uk/index.php?option=com_zoo&view=frontpage&Itemid=60 

  
 
 
 
About ITRI: 
ITRI is the world's foremost authority on tin with over 80 years’ experience in tin related technologies. It is a membership 
based organisation representing major tin producers and smelters and is the premier source of tin related information. ITRI 
has specialist knowledge of tin use in all the major sectors as well as groups responsible for technology, statistical and 
market information, regulatory affairs and sustainability. It provides links to the main tin consuming sectors through a 
substantial network of industry contacts. The organisation hosts seminars, conferences and industry-specific group 
meetings. It also provides marketing and technical support to its members and the tin industry in general.  ITRI is the tin 
representative to the iTSCi programme Steering Committee and Secretariat of the programme. Further information can be 
obtained from ITRI http://www.itri.co.uk  
 
 

For general editorial information or technical enquiries contact: 
Joanna Symons     Kay Nimmo, ITRI Ltd   
PR Consultant     Manager–Sustainability & Regulatory Affairs  
Telephone +44 (0)7986 707 420   Telephone: +44 (0)1727 871 312/ +44 7717 063120 
Email: jsymons1@talktalk.net    Email: kay.nimmo@itri.co.uk   
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